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Middletown Hosts 2025 Reorganization Meeting

Mayor Tony Perry proudly poses with his wife Alannah, their three children Reagan, Grant, and
Kennedy, and former Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli who swore him into his mayoral seat.

Middletown Township held its annual reorganization meeting on Sunday, January
5 . Tony Perry, who was elected in November, was sworn into the Township

Committee to serve his three-year term.

The Township Committee selected Tony Perry to serve his seventh consecutive
year as mayor, making him the longest serving mayor in over 75 years. Rick Hibell
was also chosen to serve as deputy mayor for his fifth consecutive year. This duo
is the longest-serving mayor and deputy mayor leadership team in Middletown's
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history. 

Monmouth County Clerk Christine Hanlon led the Pledge of Allegiance and Father
Jeff Kegley of Saint Mary, Mother of God Church performed the Invocation.

The 2025 Middletown Township Fire Department (MTFD) and Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) chiefs were also sworn in by Mayor Perry. The meeting ended with

our dedicated volunteers from various boards, commissions, and committees
reciting their Oaths of Office. 

Congratulations to everyone who was sworn in and thank you for your commitment
to our community! 

Click HERE to view photos from the meeting. Click HERE to watch the meeting on
the Township's YouTube channel or catch it on our TV channel (Verizon FiOS

Channel 26/Comcast Cable Channel 20) every night at 5:00 PM and 8:30 PM through
Monday, January 20 . 

All photos courtesy of Patrick Olivero
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Mayor Tony Perry swears in
MTFD Chief Anthony

Fulciniti. He also swore in
Deputy Chief Daniel P. Kelly,
First Assistant Chief Kevin

Morrissey, Second Assistant
Chief Jacob Lawrence III, and
Third Assistant Chief James

Abbes.

Deputy Mayor Rick Hibell
poses with his family and
Monmouth County Sheriff
Shaun Golden after being

sworn in.

Mayor Tony Perry swears in
EMS Chief Marco Fernandes.

He also swore in Deputy
Chief Floyd Goldstein and

Assistant Chief Craig James.

Middletown Township Signs Sister City Pact with 
Ofakim, Israel 

https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjBXrK2
https://youtu.be/PPAJLPkH_s4?si=T1wY4UwzDxQMyvc6
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Mayor Tony Perry and Mayor Itzik Danino proudly display their signed sister city pact. (Photo
courtesy of Patrick Olivero)

On Monday, January 6 , Mayor Tony Perry and Ofakim, Israel Mayor Itzik Danino
signed a sister city pact to symbolically unite the two cities they govern. This is

Middletown's first sister city agreement in its 361 years of history.

Mayor Perry’s bond with Mayor Danino first began in January 2024 when he visited
Ofakim following the aftermath of October 7, 2023 and its heartbreaking loss of 48
residents. Middletown lost 37 residents on September 11, 2001 and continues to

feel the impacts from that fateful day. As a result of their communities’ experiences
with terrorism and grief, Mayor Perry and Mayor Danino quickly built a friendship

rooted in resilience and remembrance.

As part of the sister city pact, Middletown and Ofakim will form a committee of
representatives from both cities to uphold the principles of their agreement. The

committee will meet on an annual basis to review their progress and discuss
technology, agriculture, and sustainable development practices, encourage

business partnerships, share first responder training tips, and promote research
opportunities and educational innovations throughout the year.

Click HERE to read our press release for more details on the pact and ceremony.
Click HERE to view photos from the event.
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Community Supports Blood Drive with NJ Blood
Services/NY Blood Center at Town Hall

Mayor Tony Perry donated blood with the help of nurse Jacqueline from the New York Blood
Center.

Photo courtesy of New Jersey
Blood Services/New York

Blood Center

On Thursday, Middletown partnered with New Jersey
Blood Services/New York Blood Center to host a
blood drive at Town Hall. We are proud to report that
49 donors were registered and a total of 62 units of
blood were collected. Thanks to our community's
generosity, 186 patients may benefit from the blood
collected.

Stay on the lookout for future blood drives!

Falcone Italian Restaurant Opens in Lincroft



1/10/25 Middletown Minutes

https://www.middletownnj.org/CivicSend/ViewMessage/Message/249768[1/13/2025 9:42:03 AM]

On Friday, Falcone (623 Newman Springs Road, Lincroft) officially opened its
doors! Mayor Tony Perry, Committeeman Ryan Clarke, and Committeewoman

Kimberly Kratz were honored to attend the ribbon cutting. We encourage all our
residents to check out the beautiful ambiance and menu this new BYOB Italian

restaurant has to offer.

Visit falconenj.com and follow the restaurant on social media for more information.

Register for Middletown's Emergency Alerts & Updates 

https://www.falconenj.com/
https://www.falconenj.com/
http://www.middletownnj.org/nixle
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Christmas Tree Collection Dates: South Zone TOMORROW
(Sat., 1/11) & North Zone on Sat., 1/18
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How to Purchase Your 2025 Parking Permit

http://www.middletownnj.org/treeremoval
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Additional Daily Parking Now Available at Main Train
Station Parking Lot

http://www.middletownnj.org/parkingpermits
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Pictured above is what one of the new signs will look like.

To address the need for more daily parking for commuters, the Middletown
Department of Public Works has added new parking spaces (numbered 300-519) to

the large train station lot located off Middletown-Lincroft Road near the satellite
recycling center. These new spaces feature yellow striping.

New signage will be installed soon, but the zone, cost, and instructions on how to
start a parking session remain the same. The zone is "12501:Middletown" and

parking costs $5 per day via the mPay2Park app. After you open the app, you need
to log in to your account, click "Park", and choose your license plate. Then, enter

your zone/space and duration and click on "Start Now".

Renew Your Dog License Through Friday, 1/31



1/10/25 Middletown Minutes

https://www.middletownnj.org/CivicSend/ViewMessage/Message/249768[1/13/2025 9:42:03 AM]

Visit middletownnj.org/petlicensing for more information.

With dog license renewals currently taking place, Middletown Animal Control would
like to remind residents about the benefits of licensing your dog! Throughout the
month of January, we will be sharing these advantages via our communications

channels. Be sure to follow Middletown Township on Facebook, Instagram, and X! 

http://www.middletownnj.org/petlicensing
https://www.middletownnj.org/petlicensing
https://www.middletownnj.org/petlicensing
https://www.facebook.com/middletownnjtownhall/
https://www.instagram.com/middletown.township/
https://twitter.com/middletownnj
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Sign Up for Middletown Recreation's Winter
Skateboarding Classes: Lessons Start Tuesday, 1/14!

Shred with Middletown Recreation this winter! Learn skateboarding or expand your
skateboarding skills with Coach Dave at the Kunkel Park Skatepark in Leonardo.

Beginners will learn pushing, riding, turning, going up and down smaller ramps,
and more. Intermediates will tackle bigger ramps, ollies, learning to drop-in,

freestyle tricks, and more. Remember to bring your own equipment! A helmet is

https://middletownnj.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1541
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required and pads are recommended.

Click HERE for more information and to register.

Learn About Banking Basics at the MTPL on Tuesday, 1/14
at 4:30 PM

Get a refresh on financial institutions, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
(FDIC), and other banking basics with local banker Ryan Heitt in the first of a three-
part winter "Financial Fitness" series. The seminar will take place in the Middletown

Township Public Library's (MTPL) Community Room (55 New Monmouth Road).
Registration is recommended.

Click HERE for more information and to register.

https://middletownnj.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1541
https://mtpl.libcal.com/event/13328996
https://mtpl.libcal.com/event/13328996
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Design Greeting Cards for Senior Citizens at the MTPL on
Wednesday, 1/15 from 3-6 PM

Teens, stop by the MTPL's Community Room (55 New Monmouth Road) to make
winter greeting cards for local senior citizens in Middletown! Volunteer hours will
be offered for each card. There is a limit of five cards for a total of five hours, and

volunteers must be between 12-18 years old.

Middletown Recreation's After-School Science Club
Begins in February: Register Now!

https://mtpl.libcal.com/event/13667332
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Join Middletown Recreation for After-School Science Club - we’ve got STEM
activities to do, nature to explore, and fun to be had! Each week has a different

topic and will include an outdoor hike (weather permitting). This winter's theme is
Space Explorers. 

Click HERE for more information and to register.

Compete in MAC's Art of Chili Cook-Off Fundraiser: Sign
Up Today!

https://middletownnj.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1527
https://middletownnj.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1527
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Put your culinary creativity on display as the Middletown Arts Center (MAC)
presents The Art of Chili Cook-Off Fundraiser! Contestants must prepare in
advance a minimum of eight quarts of chili (any style!), but no toppings or

garnishes – your chili must stand on its own as you compete for the celebrity
judges and the People’s Choice Award!

Fifteen amateurs and five restaurants will battle it out as our celebrity judges
determine 1 ($100), 2  ($75), and 3  ($50) places, as well as best restaurant chili.

All entrants will compete for the People’s Choice Award ($100). Cash prizes are
courtesy of Brightview Senior Living in Holmdel. 

To enter, please submit your contact info and the type of chili you are making to
tj.middletownartscenter@gmail.com. The entry fee is $25. Checks can be made out
to the Middletown Arts Center and sent to 36 Church Street, Middletown, NJ 07748.

If you’d like to pay by credit card, please call 732-706-4100. Space is limited!

Tickets for the fundraiser are $15, which include a tasting kit to sample all the chilis
and a vote in the People’s Choice Award. Tickets go on sale at 10 AM on

st  nd rd

th

https://middletownarts.org/macs-art-of-chili-cook-off-fundraiser/
mailto:tj.middletownartscenter@gmail.com
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Wednesday, January 15 .

Click HERE for more information.

Register for Middletown Recreation's Maple Tree Tapping
Event Happening Wednesday, 1/29 from 4-5 PM

Join Middletown Recreation at Poricy Park (345 Oak Hill Road) to drill holes,
hammer in tappers, and hang buckets - the first steps of making maple syrup!

Click HERE for more information and to register.

https://middletownarts.org/macs-art-of-chili-cook-off-fundraiser/
https://middletownnj.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1525
https://middletownnj.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1525
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From Monday, January 6  through Friday, January 17 , Chapel Hill Road will
be closed at Whipporwill Valley Road for construction from 9:00 AM to 5:00
PM, Monday through Friday. The detour is set. Properties 1 through 230 will
have access from Route 35. Properties 231 through 400 will have access from
Kings Highway East.

Beginning Monday, January 13 , Broadway will be closed between Main
Street (Port Monmouth) and Church Street (Belford) due to construction of
the final phase of the US Army Corps of Engineers’ Port Monmouth Flood
Control Project. Broadway will be closed for approximately 2 years. Detours
will be posted. Port Monmouth Road between Main Street (Port Monmouth)
and Church Street (Belford) is scheduled to reopen on Monday, January
13 , providing an alternate detour route for the Broadway closure.

As part of the replacement of a bridge structure, Whipporwill Valley Road will
be closed to traffic for a period of 90 consecutive calendar days. The project
began on Monday, December 2 and a detour will be in place during the
closing period. The bridge area at Whipporwill Valley Road will be closed to
vehicular and pedestrian traffic during the allowed closing period. Vehicular
and pedestrian access to all residences and businesses within the project
limits will be maintained during construction.

th th

th

th  

nd 

Upper Navesink River Channel
Dredging Project Continues

On November 21 , New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) officials
announced the Upper Navesink River Channel dredging project that began in early
December in Middletown.

Dredging operations are expected to be completed in January 2025. Work is being
conducted during daylight hours on a 7-days-a-week schedule. The area roads are
expected to remain open through the duration of the project.

st

http://www.middletownnj.org/nixle
https://middletownnj.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1528
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Click HERE to read NJDOT's press release for more information.

How to Protect Your Pipes During the Colder Months

Click on the graphic to view it in a larger PDF.

Now that it is officially winter, we encourage you to take some preventative
measures to avoid frozen pipes! In the graphic above, New Jersey American Water

provides some helpful tips.

https://middletownnj.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1528
https://files.constantcontact.com/32cda1b0301/4a935eaf-6580-42f2-89b1-19f7f3ed5803.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*1wq8n4x*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MzI1NTI2NTAuRUFJYUlRb2JDaE1Jd2NDZTQ4S1M3d0lWZ2FfSUNoMFR6d1AwRUFBWUFTQUFFZ0k3NGZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3MzI1NTI2NTAuRUFJYUlRb2JDaE1Jd2NDZTQ4S1M3d0lWZ2FfSUNoMFR6d1AwRUFBWUFTQUFFZ0k3NGZEX0J3RQ..*_ga*MTM1MjU3ZmYtY2FmYy00OWYxLWJmZGEtZjNmMmRjYzg0ZGFl*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTczMjU1MjY0Ny4zLjEuMTczMjU1MzUyNi4yMi4wLjA.
https://files.constantcontact.com/32cda1b0301/4a935eaf-6580-42f2-89b1-19f7f3ed5803.pdf?rdr=true_gl=1*1wq8n4x*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MzI1NTI2NTAuRUFJYUlRb2JDaE1Jd2NDZTQ4S1M3d0lWZ2FfSUNoMFR6d1AwRUFBWUFTQUFFZ0k3NGZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3MzI1NTI2NTAuRUFJYUlRb2JDaE1Jd2NDZTQ4S1M3d0lWZ2FfSUNoMFR6d1AwRUFBWUFTQUFFZ0k3NGZEX0J3RQ..*_ga*MTM1MjU3ZmYtY2FmYy00OWYxLWJmZGEtZjNmMmRjYzg0ZGFl*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTczMjU1MjY0Ny4zLjEuMTczMjU1MzUyNi4yMi4wLjA.
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In addition to avoiding frozen pipes, it is also important to keep in mind that you
should not pour fats, oils, or grease down the drain. You should dispose of them in
the trash instead. This tip should be practiced year-round, but is especially relevant
during the holiday season when family and friends tend to be gathering together for

meals more often. 

Click HERE to watch a video about unwelcome holiday guests – fats, oils, and
grease!

Prepare Your Home for Winter Storms with Flood
Insurance and Precautionary Steps

Middletown Floodplain Management encourages residents to purchase flood
insurance and winterize their homes by insulating walls and attics, caulking and
weather-stripping doors and windows, and installing storm windows or covering

windows with plastic. 

https://youtu.be/gY-H63SyhLg?si=7aNqCFQrDFTNvtQB
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Remember to clear rain gutters, repair roof leaks, and cut away tree branches that
could fall on a house or neighboring structure during or following a storm. Keep

pathways and driveways clear between storms to avoid buildup of snow piles and
icing. Maintain heating equipment and chimneys by having them cleaned and

inspected every year by a qualified professional.

Apply Now for Township's Free Tutoring Program for
Income-Eligible Households

https://www.middletownnj.org/abandonedproperty
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Middletown Township is offering free tutoring services through the Next Generation
Support Program to students from income-eligible households who have fallen

behind academically due to the pandemic. The program has begun, but the
Township is still accepting applications.

Visit middletownnj.org/ngsp for more information and to apply.

Know Someone with a Disability?
Make Sure They Register with NJ
Register Ready!

Middletown’s Office of Emergency Management encourages residents with
disabilities to register with NJ Register Ready. This free program is designed to
assist first responders and emergency planners in identifying community members
who may need assistance evacuating in advance of an emergency. 

For more information about the program and the three ways you can register,
visit middletownnj.org/oem. 

Click HERE to access hi-res photos from this
e-newsletter. 

http://www.middletownnj.org/ngsp
https://www.middletownnj.org/ngsp
https://www.mcsonj.org/divisions/special-ops/emergency-management/register-readyspecial-needs-registry/
http://www.middletownnj.org/oem
https://flic.kr/s/aHsmwGRkw1
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